
Name:________________________________________Date:_________________Period:_____ 

Activity Adapted from: Nicole Brisco, Pleasant Grove H.S., student work courtesy of Nicole Brisco 
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Objective:  To complete a charcoal or pencil drawing of a 
complex still-life. 
 
Materials:  
 

·  18x24 Drawing paper 
·  Charcoal pencils, willow charcoal, design pencils 
·  Eraser  
·  Pencil 
·  Spray fixative 

 
Instructions:  
 

1. Tape your drawing paper to a board leaving a masking tape margin. 
2. Begin by finding an interesting area of the art room.   
3. Sketch out the area on your paper first (use light lines that are easy to erase later). 
4. Your drawing should focus on the lines and contours of the objects you are depicting. 
5. Focus on the following elements: 

·  Implement strong contrast using light and dark. 
·  Use strong and accurate contour lines – your lines should be solid, not sketchy. 
·  Erase out light/white areas. 
·  Cover the entire surface of your paper.   
·  Use weighted line (different thickness). 
·  Depth and perspective. 
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Points (x2) 5 - Exceeding 

Standard 
3.5 - At Standard 2 – Approaching 

Standard 
Assignment 
Specifications  

Artwork meets all suggested 
specifications. 

·  Drawing was done 
on location in art 
room.   

·  The entire surface 
of your paper is 
covered. 

·  There is a strong 
sense of depth and 
perspective. 

Artwork meets nearly all 
specifications. 

·  Drawing was done 
on location in art 
room.   

·  The entire surface of 
your paper is 
covered. 

·  Depth and 
perspective are 
evident. 

 

Artwork does not sufficiently 
meet the required 
specifications.   

·  Drawing was done 
on location in art 
room.   

·  The drawing is 
incomplete 

·  Depth and 
perspective are 
missing. 

 
Contrast Strong light and dark 

contrast is present. 
 

Light/white areas have been 
erased out and cleanly 
provide contrast. 

Light and dark contrast is 
somewhat evident. 

 
Light/white areas have been 
erased out and cleanly 
provide contrast. 
 

Light and dark contrast is not 
present. 

 
Light/white areas have not 
been cleanly erased out. 
 

Line Strong and accurate contour 
lines are used. Lines are solid 
not sketchy. 
 
Interior lines are present and 
indicate the complexity of 
the objects in the picture. 
 
Weighted line (different 
thickness) has been used. 
 

Accurate contour lines are 
used. Lines are mostly solid 
not sketchy. 
 
Interior lines are somewhat 
present.  They help to show 
complexity. 
 
Weighted line (different 
thickness) has been used. 
 

Contour lines are used but 
weak and sketchy. 
 
 
Interior lines are not 
prevalent. 
 
Weighted line (different 
thickness) has not been used. 
 

Use of Media 
(charcoal) 

The piece demonstrates a 
strong ability with charcoal 
media.  The artist has 
employed smearing, 
scumbling, shading, and 
erasure to portray the subject. 

The piece demonstrates that 
the artist has employed a few 
different techniques with 
charcoal to portray the 
subject. 

The piece is lacking skilled 
use of charcoal.  The artist 
has not employed multiple 
techniques to portray the 
subject. 

Use of Media  
(pencil) 

The piece demonstrates a 
strong ability with pencil 
media.  The artist has 
employed shading techniques 
such as pointillism, 
smearing, and/or 
crosshatching to portray the 
subject and give it depth.  
Mindful erasing has been 
employed to clean images 
and space. 

The piece demonstrates that 
the artist has attempted to use 
new and different techniques 
such as pointillism, smearing, 
and/or cross-hatching to 
portray the subject.  Depth of 
image is lacking, artist could 
improve by adding more 
techniques.  Careful erasing 
has been used somewhat. 

The piece is lacking skilled 
use of pencil.  The artist has 
not employed multiple 
techniques to portray the 
subject. A sense of depth and 
detail is lacking.  Artwork is 
inappropriately smudged and 
appears unclean, dirty.  More 
careful erasing of stray 
lines/shading is needed. 

Craftsmanship The artwork shows attention 
to detail and pride in work.  
It is neat and well put 
together. The taped margins 
are clean.  The piece is well 
presented.  It has been 
sprayed with fixative for 
protection. 

The artwork shows average 
craftsmanship, it was put 
together with some effort and 
looks neat.  Pride in work in 
evident.   

The artwork is sloppy, torn, 
lacking attention to detail, 
dirty, crumpled, buckled, and 
shows a lack of pride in 
work. 

 
Total Points:____________/______________ 


